THE CACOMITL CAT OF THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY. 



By Eugak a. ilEAKXs. il. D.. 

Major and t^aryeon, Cnlted tSfaiex 



Professor Baird, on pa^e of his ^lammals of North America, 
published in July, 1857, charactei'ized the Cacomitl Cat under the name 
7v//s' i/agiiariuuU, Desm., l)ut in the synonymy of the species placed 
'•717A caajmltJ. Berl. MSS./* and said: ""A skull (No. 1126) of this 
species, in the collection of Di*. Berlandier, collected at Matamoras, 
with a full description of the animal lyv him. establishes a moi e noilhern 
range for this species than has hitherto been accorded. In itssonthcrn 
range it reaches as far as Paraguay. A full description of the skin 
and skull of this species will be found in the zoological I'cport of the 
United States and Mexican Boundary Survey,*' where (p. 12) Baird 
quotes Berlandier's manuscript descilption. The name Felis caco- 
mftlL as spelled by Berlandier. will date from the special report upon 
the ilammals of the ^lexican Boundary, published in 1859. it being a 
nomen niahna as printed by Baird in 1857. The animal in question 
proves to be distinct from 77/ As ijagna rundi } and is described below: 

FELIS CACOMITLI Berlandier. 

CACOMITL CAT. 

1857. Fdh cacomitl Baikd, ^Mammals of North America, j). 88, synonymy {nomni 
iwdinn). 

1859. Felis caromitU Berlandier, in Baird, Report United States and ^Mexican Bound- 
ary Survey, II, Mammals, \>. 12 (original description). 

1883. Felh calomiitl Elliot, ^Monograph of the Felidie, p. 97, synonymy. 

Ch< tract cri<. — Proportions as in other members of the 7v/7v yafjn<t- 
rundi group. Larger than Azara's ‘ ' yaguarundi Fells yagnarvudl 

^ I have used the spelling of Azara, being uncertain as to the original reference. 
Troues.^art’s first reference is to Fischer’s Zoognosia, but the name is not used in that 
work. Fitzinger’s fii>t binomial reference is ‘‘FW ls* Geoffr. Catal. du 

Mus.” [1803]. 
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of authors); color lighter and grayer. Skull strongly constricted 
postorbitally, llattened superiorly. Maiumay 3 pairs. 

Color in ^^((mmtr (l)asedon specimen No. U.S.N.M., Biological 

Survey collection; adult female, taken at Brownsville, Texas, June 14, 
l^s02).“Seen at a distance, the animal appears of a nearly uniform 
smoke-gray color, without strong contrasts. On close inspection the 
under surfaces of body and tail are seen to be considerabl}^ paler 
than the upper, and certain light and dark areas are apparent. Upper- 
parts, including upper side of tail and outer surface of limbs, uni- 
form pepper-and-salt gray; underfur and concealed bases of the 
coarse overhair whitish gray; overhair 10 to 20 mm. in length, 
pointed with black and ringed with white, buff, and black. Under- 
parts paler, many of the hairs, especially of axilhe and hollows of 
thighs, being tipped with whitish. Under surfaces of fore and hind 
feet strongly tinged with bistre. Under side of tail whitish smoke- 
gray, the overhairs narrow!}" ringed with black. Head with areas of 
light buff'y gray bordering the blackish eyering, on chin and throat, 
and within and behind ear; a short, narrow line of blackish midway 
between eyes, and another between ears, and faintly l)rownish black 
edges to the ears; muzzle tinged with wood brown. Whiskers mostly 
white, shading apically to hair brown; stiff hairs above orbits, 10 to 
15 mm. in length and uniform hair brown. Claws light horn color. 

Color in (based on specimen No. U.S.N.M., Biological 

Survey collection; adult female, taken at Brownsville, Cameron 
County, Texas, February 23, 1802). — Darker, pelage longer, with a 
greater amount of black in vertebral area than laterally; under side of 
feet bistre, upper side more mixed with brownish black; otherwise 
similar to the summer pelage above described. 

Sl'uU and tcdh. — Skull compressed in front of orbits and ffattened 
above; braincase narrow and strongly constricted postorbitally; nasal 
processes of frontals ending well in front of the plane of malar bone; 
nasal bones elongated laterally and strongly depressed; zygoiuata 
relatively l)road posteriorly; audita! bullie large and high, antero- 
laterally compressed; posterior narial fossa wide. The canines, upper 
carnassials, and middle superior premolars are about the size of the 
same teeth in specimen No. 10018, U.S.N.M., assumed to represent 
the Felis yaguarondi toUtca of Thomas; but the upper lateral incisor, 
first premolar, and true molar are larger teeth. A supernumerarv 
first upper premolar is present, on the right side only, in female No. 
35953, U.S.N.]\I., from Texas (see measurements). 

Remarl's. — Mr. Oldfield Thomas ^ separates a subspecies tolteca 
from the true FclC yag narund i of Paraguay. I have identified with 

^ Aunals and }Iagazine uf Natural IIif?tory, 7th ser., I, p. 41, January, 1898. 
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Thonuis'.s yaijifurondi toltica, tlu' typo of which caiiio from Tote- 

malos. State of Sinaloa, Mexico, >;})ecimen No. 10018, U.S.N.M., from 
Tehuantepec, ^lexico. xVlthough the .skull of this specimen is lono*cr 
by 11 mm. than the type, it ai^rees with it so closely in proportions 
that it must b(' reg'arded as probably conspeciti(‘. Resides the dif- 
ference in the size of the upper true molar and tirst premolar, which 
an' much smaller, the skull is hiodier and more conv('x, zygomata 
mon' massive, and audital bulhe lower and more inflated anteriorly 
than in Fdis cdannlfli. The skull is also remarkable for the great 
postorbital breadth of the braincase and for the brevity of the nasal 
proc(*ss('s of the frontal bones, which end on a line vertically over the 
anterior extremities of the jugals. Felis requires no color 

comparison with Fells yaejuaroddl tolteca, Mr. Thomas regarded the 
latter as probably the same as Raird’s "Fells cacomlfK Rerl. MSS./’ 
in th(‘ synonymy of F, yayuaraddl ^ but did not consider the name 
tenable. 

E,ef renal )neasurerntn}fs.—-\\e\\\^^^ of two adult females (descril)ed 
above): Length, lOflo mm.: tail verteLne, 48U: lengtii of hind foot, 
140; Innght of ear above crown, 40. 

Cranial nu ( 0 <arentents,-^\ have used the same cranial measurements 
as TIjomas. for convenience of comparison with Felix, yayaarondl 
toltvra, thos(' of his type following in parenthesis those of specimen 
No. ;>r)b4r), LbS.N.M., an adult male of Fells eaeomltll from Texas: 
Rasilar length of Hensel, 95 (82); zygomatic breadtii, TO (64); least 
interorbital breadth, 20(18); intertemporal breadth, 30(38.5); l)readth 
of braincase above auditory meatus, 46 (43); palate, length from hen- 
selion to posterior edge, excluding median notch, 40. T (36); breadth 
between outer corners of carnassials, 39 (38.7); breadth of posterior 
narial fossa, 13.3 (14); front of canine to back of carnassial, 31 (28.7); 
length of u])per carnassial, 13 (11.3); length of lowei* carnassial, 9 (9). 

Average and extremes of four adult females from Texas and iNlata- 
moi-as, Mexico: Rasilar length of Hensel, 87.4 (85.5-89): zygomatic 
breadth, 6)1.5 (64-66); least inb'rorbital breadth, 18 (17-19); intertem- 
poi’al breadth, 29.5 (28.5-30); bi'eadth of braincase above auditory 
meatus. 44 (43-45); palate, length from henselion to posterior edge, 
excluding median notrh, 36>.4 (36-37); breadth l)etw('en outer corners 
of carnassials, 38 (37-38.5): l)readth of posterior narial fos.sa, 12.9 
(12.7-13); front of canine to back of carnassial, 29.5 (28.5-30); length 
of upper carnassial, 12.5 (12.3-12.8); length of lower carnassial, 8.9 
(S.S-9). 
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J>(i<nled cranial }iica}aircr)U’nis of Fcli.^ ya(jnaro)nli folieca aad E. cacomiili. 



Name. 



Sex, number, and locality. 



Basilar length of Hcnscl 

Zygomatic breadth 

Least interorbital breadth 

Intel temporal breadth 

Breadth of braincase above auditory 

meatus 

Palate, length from henselion to posterior 

edge, excluding median notch 

Breadth between outer corners of carnas- 

sials 

Breath of posterior narinl fossa 

Front of canine tt) back of earnassial 

Length of upper earnassial 

Length of lower earnassial 



Fclis yaffitarond i 
ioUcca Thomas. | 



Fclia cacomUli Berlandicr. 



c 

1 W. 

d 

' 
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Male (?) No. 10018, 
Teh uantepec, 
Mexico. 


Male, No. 35645, 
Brownsville, Texas. 


Female, No. 35953, 
Brownsville, Texas. 


Female, No. 46441. 
Brownsville, Texas. 


Female, No. 46441, 
Brownsville, Texas, 


Female, type of Fe//s ; 
carom idi, Mata- i 
moras, Mexico, No. 
1426. 1 


S2 


93 


95 


88 


89 


87 


85.5 


64 


70 


70 


64 


66 


64 


64 


18 


22 


20 


18 


19 


17 


18 


33.5 


35 


30 


29. 5 


30 


28.5 


30 


43 


47 


46 


45 


44 


43 


44 


36 


38 


40.7 


36.7 


37 


36 


36 


38.7 


40.3 


39 


38 


i 38. 5 


37.5 


37 


14 


14.3 


13.3 


13 


1 12.7 


13 


13 


28.7 


30 


31 


28. 5 


29.5 


30 


30 


11.3 


12.3 


13 


12.5 


12.8 


12.5 


12.3 


9 


9 


1 9 


8.8 i 


1 ^ 


9 


8.9 



